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Guidelines on Sustainable Ruminant Feeds and Nutrition Security for Kenya

CHAPTER 2 DRIVERS OF FEED AND NUTRITION INSECURITY

2.1 Rainfall performance

Climate change has resulted in variations in intensity and frequency of rainfall and rainfall
distribution. This has resulted to changing rainfall patterns characterised by delayed onsets and
early cessation of rains as well as shortening the length of forage growing period. This has
implications on pasture establishment, thus affecting rangeland regeneration, which are highly
rainfall-dependent hence limiting livestock feed availability all year round. In Kenya, ASALS are
more dependent on the short rains which have subsequently failed from 2020 while other regions
have experienced depressed rainfall. Progressive decline in precipitation has led to shrinkage and
reduction of natural pastures resulting in pastoral destitution.



